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Manawatū Whanganui Regional Council 

DIRECTIONS OF THE COMMISSIONER 

Horowhenua District Council App-2017201547.00 

Minute 4 

Background 
 

[1] On 23 April 2021 I received a Memorandum from counsel for the Manawatū Whanganui 
Regional Council (MWRC) explaining that updated hydraulic modelling commissioned by 
Horowhenua District Council (HDC) and received by MWRC on 16 April 2021 had illustrated a 
considerable increase in the total catchment area contributing to Coley Pond (now 168 hectares 
compared to 131 hectares previously).  The estimated total volume of the increased (compared 
to pre-development runoff) stormwater discharge in a 100-year AEP storm event had also 
changed (now 76,906m3 compared to 3,700m3 previously).   

[2] The need to technically evaluate the implications of these changes meant that the MWRC 
Reporting Team would not be able to complete its evidence in a timely and meaningful manner 
for the hearing currently set down to commence on 26 May 2021.   

[3] Counsel also expressed concern about whether or not the changes outlined above were within 
the scope of the original application lodged in October 2017 and updated in June 2019. 

[4] Counsel undertook to provide an update on these matters by 30 April 2021. 

[5] On 30 April 2021 I received a further Memorandum from counsel for MWRC advising that a 
further request for more information under section 92 of the RMA was being prepared to 
address matters relating to assumptions within HDC’s updated modelling report, and with 
respect to related downstream effects (including the extent, depth and duration of flooding for 
various flood events at the confluence of the Koputaroa stream and Manawatū River, 
Koputaroa scientific reserve, and at the site of a recently identified habitat of critically 
threatened Powelliphanta snails).   

[6] Counsel advised that MWRC expected to issue the section 92 request within the week 
commencing 3 May 2021. 

[7] Counsel remained concerned about the scope of the changes outlined in paragraph [1] above. 

[8] Counsel requested additional time to address the issues raised by the information received 
from HDC on 16 April 2021 in a constructive manner with HDC so that a properly informed 
assessment could be made.  Counsel requested a further reporting date of 14 May 2021. 

[9] On 30 April 2021 I also received a Memorandum from counsel for HDC.  

[10] Counsel for HDC agreed with the further reporting date of 14 May 2021.  Counsel for HDC was 
of the opinion that the changes outlined in paragraph [1] above were within the scope of the 
original application and gave reasons for that opinion. 

Consideration of matters raised 

[11] I acknowledge the agreed further reporting date of 14 May 2021 and look forward to receiving 
that update report at that time.   

[12] It would be desirable to receive an agreed update report prepared jointly by counsel for MWRC 
and HDC, but if that cannot be achieved then areas of agreement and disagreement should be 
clearly outlined. 

[13] I request that 14 May 2021 update report sets out any procedural decisions that either Council 
wishes me to make, provided that those decisions are within the jurisdiction of my delegated 
authority. 
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[14] In the meantime, the current hearing date of 26 May 2021 is vacated. 

[15] I accordingly request that the 14 May 2021 updating report sets out a proposed timeline for 
responding to MWRC’s further section 92 request, the provision of an updated Section 42A 
Report, and the exchange of evidence and legal submissions, including evidence which might 
be lodged by submitters, leading up to a suggested revised hearing date (or range of dates). 

[16] Finally, I request that: 

 the three Memoranda summarised above are placed on the MWRC webpage for  
App-2017201547.00; and 

 this Minute is provided to counsel for MWRC and HDC and to submitters. 

 

 
Rob van Voorthuysen  
Commissioner 
1 May 2021 


